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lasting, and extensive, proportionate to tJic felicity which he diffused through a wide circle of admirers and friends'1.
In reflecting that the illustrious subject of this Work, by being more extensively and intimately known, however elevated before, has risen in the veneration and love of mankind, I feel a satisfaction beyond what fame can afford. We cannot, indeed, too •much or too often admire his wonderful powers of mind, tvhcn we consider that the principal store of wit and wisdom which this Work contains, was not a particular selection from his general conversation, but was merely his occasional talk at sucli times as I had the good fortune to be in his company2; and, without doubt, if his discourse at other periods had been collected with the same attention, the whole tenor of what he uttered would have been found equally excellent.
His strong, clear, and animated enforcement of religion, morality, loyalty, and subordination, while it delights and improves the wise and the good, will, / trust, prove an effectual antidote to that detestable sophistry which has been lately imported
1 Sir Joshua, in his will left .£200 to Mr. Boswcll 'to be expended, if he thought proper, in the purchase of a picture at the sale of his paintings, to be kept for his sake.' Taylor's Keynolth, ii. 636.
" Of the seventy-five years that Johnson lived, he and Boswell did not spend two years and two months in the same neighbourhood. Excluding the time they were together on their tour to the Hebrides, they were dwelling within reach of each other a few weeks less than two years. Moreover, when they were apart, there were •great gaps in their correspondence. Between Dec. 8, 1763, and Jan. 14, 1766, and again between Nov. 10, 1769 and June 20, 1771, during which periods they did not meet, Boswcll did not receive a single letter from Johnson. The following table shows the times they were in the same neighbourhood.
1763, May r 6 to Aug. 6,         London. 1766, a few days in February,     „ 1768,        „       „       March, Oxford.
1768,  a few clays in May,      London.
1769,  end of Sept. to Nov. 10,      „ 1772, March   21 ' to   about
May 10,                         „
'773, April 3 to May 10,
„    Aug. 14 to Nov. 22,    Scotland. 1775, March 21  to April  18, ) Lon-May 2 to May 23,           j don.
London, Oxford,
1776, March 15 to May 16, an   interval   of
Birmingham,
about a fortnight, 1 Lich-ivhcn Johnson was at [field, Bath and Boswcll at Ash-London,                      bourne,
and 1 Bath. r777, Sept. 14 to Sept. 24, Ashbourno.
1778,  March 18 to May [9,   London.
1779,  March 15 to May 3,          „ „    Oct. 4 to Oct. 18,              „
1781, March 19 to June 5,     London and Southill.
1783,  March 21 to May 30,   London.
1784,  May 5 to June 30,         London
and Oxford. fromthe use of my faculties.'"    Ib.
